“The Walking Dead”
Tips for Avoiding Fictitious Genealogy Lines

The genealogies prior to 1850 are genuinely useless on Ancestry.com.  Of course, Ancestry can say, “Hey, it’s not our fault if people put garbage research into their family trees.”  While that is certainly true, the few databases online with Ancestry are often incomplete, partial listings that lead researchers to draw invalid conclusions.  And their practice of allowing researchers to easily copy someone else’s entire lineage into their database is irresponsible given the degree of error known to exist in new researchers’ pedigree charts.
So, how can we spot some of these fictitious genealogy lines at an early stage on Ancestry?  Common sense goes a long way toward solving many of the issues.
· If you have a proven fact about an ancestor, such as their death date based on source documentation such as a death certificate, and someone else’s seemingly more extensive research on the ancestor has a different death date, but a lot more data you didn’t have, question how competent that person’s research might be.  You’ve already proven them wrong in one area!

· When people show up as over 100 years old, give them a second look.  Yes, it’s possible, but are they also shown having children at age 90?  Is their death site seven states removed from their birth site?  Did a researcher mix the elder ancestor’s statistics with that of his son or nephew or non-related person of the same name?  
· Look at the given spouse and children.  Does their data make sense in relation to the person being researched?  John Pipes Sr. is given on Ancestry born in 1715 and daughter Susannah in 1728.  So he was 13 at her birth?  Right!!  Followup showed that his will lists his wife and daughter as Priscilla and Salley.
· Be cautious of lineages where the male or female did not marry until they were in their forties.  Likely there is another marriage prior to this.

· Military service can be hilarious on Ancestry.  Military service by a man is not typically traceable back to him unless there is a pension claim or a unit history suggests the servicemen came from a specific site.  Ancestry has John Edwards born 1750 in North Carolina in the military in Tennessee in 1831 (i.e., at age 81) because this very unfamiliar name (ha!) showed up in Tennessee records.
· Consider usual migration paths.  Families tended to arrive in the active ports of their time and move westward or south out of Philadelphia, Boston, and New York.  Edmond Osborne was born in West Virginia, but his supposed father is given as born and died in Connecticut.  The Reuben Osborn in Connecticut did have a son named Edmond, but he is different than the Edmond Osborne born in West Virginia.  
· Read any attached documents in Ancestry’s Media Gallery for an ancestor.  Darby McCarthy is given as the father of Eleanor McCarty.  She is listed twice – once born in 1745 and once in 1750.  Darby McCarthy’s Bible entries for his children are given in an attachment and an Eleanor is not given.

· The photo and portrait attachments are great to find.  However, in one such posted portrait, another family researcher noted that the portrait used was in fact a famous portrait found in the Louvre Museum of someone other than that stated.  

The bottom line – sure, copy something from Ancestry.com for an ancestor you haven’t been able to find or prove prior to 1850, but don’t insert it into your records until you prove it.
